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■AP3 Bec'd P 

SUBSTITUTE SPECIFICATION WITH MARKINGS 



SYSTEM FOR FIXING A GRIP HANDLE TO A CONTAINER OF AN ITEM OF 

COOKWARE 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



(1) Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to a system for fixing a 
grip handle to a container of an item of cookware, such as a 
casserole, a saucepan, a stockpot, a frying pan. [..] 

(2) Prior Art 



[0002] Such a system is known of the type comprising a stud 
which comprises a body adapted to be fixed to the container, and 
a flame guard which is adapted to surround the stud and which 
comprises a side wall and an annular shoulder projecting from 
the side wall to the interior and defining an opening through 
which the stud extends. 

[0003] The document GB 1 555 031 divulges such a system for 
fixing. As the handle is brought closer and fixed by the 
tightening of a screw (passing through an opening of the handle) 
into a threaded orifice of the stud, the flame guard is drawn 
along by the handle and abuts against the container. In the 
event where excessive tightening torque is applied to the screw, 
the pressure exerted by the end of the side wall of the flame 
guard adjacent to the container on the side wall of the 
container can be such that the latter deforms. Also, 
deliberately, the tightening torques applied to the fastening 
screw are fairly weak (of the order of 2 Nm) , which can lead in 
the long term to unscrewing. 

[0004] The problem posed is to provide a system for fixing 
which can support considerable tightening torque without there 
being any risk of deformation to the container. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] According to the present invention, in the system for 
fixing of the type hereinabove, the stud comprises a flange ring 
which projects from the body to the exterior, the distance 
separating the flange ring from the end of the body adapted to 
being fixed to the container and that separating the annular 
shoulder from the end of the side wall adapted to come into 
contact with the container are such that, when the handle 
approaches the container, the annular shoulder abuts against the 
flange ring just before the end of the side wall of the flame 
guard abuts against the container. 

[0006] Accordingly, when the handle is moved closer to the 
container, the flame guard abuts against the stud prior to 
coming in contact with the container, and because of this the 
side wall of the latter is not deformed. So that the flame guard 
plays its part, when the shoulder abuts against the flange ring, 
the end of the side wall of the flame guard is almost in contact 
with the container, and by imposing greater screwing torque the 
shoulder deforms slightly such that the end of the side wall of 
the flame guard comes into contact with the container. As a 
consequence, the side wall of the container is not deformed, 
even if considerable tightening torque is applied to the screw 
(up to 8 Nm) . 

[0007] Other advantages and particularities of the present 
invention will emerge from the description of the particular 
embodiment given by way of example and illustrated by the 
attached diagrams . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

[0008] The sole figure represents a partial sectional view of 
a culinary utensil at the level of the system for fixing 
according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
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[0009] As is evident from Figure 1, an item of cookware 
comprises a container 1, a grip handle 2 and a system for fixing 
3 the handle 2 to the container 1. 

[0010] The system for fixing 3 comprises a stud 4 and a flame 
guard 5. The stud 4 is adapted to be fixed to the container 1 by 
a first end 6 and comprises, at a second end 7, opposite the 
first end 6, an orifice 8 enabling the handle 2 to be moved 
towards and fixed to the container 1 by cooperation with 
tightening . means 9 (in this instance, a tightening screw 9). The 
flame guard 5 comprises a side wall 10, which is adapted to 
surround the stud 4, and which helps protect the end of the 
handle 2 near the container 1 of the flames. 

[0011] As is evident from the figure, the flame guard 5 
likewise comprises an annular shoulder 11 which is solid with 
the side wall 10 and which projects radially therefrom to the 
interior, defining an opening 12 through which the stud 4 
extends. In the present example, the annular shoulder 11 is 
monobloc with the side wall 10. 

[0012], In the present example, the stud 4 comprises a body 13 
bearing the first end 6 by which it is welded to the container 
1. It likewise comprises a flange ring 14, which is solid with 
the body , 13 and which projects radially therefrom to the 
exterior. In the present example, the flange ring 14 is monobloc 
with the body 13. Further, the flange ring 14 extends from the 
first end 6 of the stud 4 . 

[0013] In addition, the handle 2 comprises a first end 15, 
which is adapted to be disposed inside the side wall 10 of the 
flame guard 5 when it is fixed to the container 1. 
[0014] The screw 9 is introduced from an opening 16 passing 
through the first end 15 then the threaded orifice 8 of the stud 
4. The opening 16 presents a first part 17 having a certain 
diameter enabling the head 18 of the screw 9 to pass through, 
then, in the extension, a second part 19 whereof the diameter 
corresponds substantially to the cylinder 20 of the screw 9, and 
finally, still in the extension, a third part 21 whereof the 
diameter is greater than that of the second part 19 and receives 
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the stud 4. Under the effect of screwing, the handle 2 is 
brought closer to the container 1 and the part of the stud 4 
bearing the orifice 8 penetrates into the third part 21 until 
the annular shoulder 11 abuts against the flange ring 14. 
[0015] When the annular shoulder 11 abuts against the flange 
ring 14, the end of the side wall 10 opposite the handle is very 
close to the container 1, and by continuing screwing, the 
annular shoulder 11 deforms such that this end comes into 
contact with the container 1. It is thus possible to apply a 
tightening torque to the screw of the order of 8 Nm. 
[0016] The rigidity of the flame guard 5 is a function of the 
material constituting the shoulder and its thickness. 
[0017] Of course, the present embodiment is one example only 
and numerous modifications can originate therefrom. 
[0018] It would thus be possible for the annular shoulder and 
the side wall to be two distinct pieces, which could be 
assembled on one another. The same applies for the flange ring 
and the body of the stud. 

[0019] It would also be possible for the flange ring not to 
extend from the first end of the body. 
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